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Men’s Basketball Wears Down Arkansas 
State for 71-66 Win 
The Eagles return home for two games next week 
JONESBORO, Ark. – Tookie Brown hit a go-ahead 3-pointer with just over a minute to 
play, and Mike Hughes iced the contest with a pair of free throws with 7.7 on the clock 
as Georgia Southern topped Arkansas State 71-66 in Sun Belt Conference men's 
basketball action Saturday night in the Convocation Center. 
 
Brown pulled up for a 3-pointer with the shot clock winding down and a hand in his face 
with 1:08 to play, and Jake Allsmiller took a charge on Arkansas State's next trip down 
the floor. Georgia Southern ran the shot clock down again on their possession but Ike 
Smith's runner was blocked.  
 
After a Red Wolves' timeout, Sean Gardner's 3-point try from the top of the key was 
short, and Brown corralled the rebound and was fouled, ASU's sixth team foul of the 
half. Georgia Southern inbounded to Hughes, who was fouled and made the free-throws 
to put the game away. 
 
Hughes finished with 21 points, four rebounds and three assists for the Eagles (8-12, 4-
6), and Brown tallied 17 points and four assists. Ike Smith collected 11 points, four 
rebounds and three assists. 
 
 
Gardner tallied 20 points and seven rebounds to lead Arkansas State (10-11, 6-4), and 
Anthony Livingston finished with 16 points, all in the second half. Devin Carter netted 12 
points on four 3-pointers. 
 
Trailing by two points at intermission, Georgia Southern shot 48 percent in the second 
half while holding the Red Wolves to 30 percent. The Red Wolves made 7 of 14 3-
pointers in the first half but were just 2 of 14 from downtown in the second frame. 
 
The story 
The Eagles led 61-55 following a triple from the wing by Devince Boykins as the shot 
clock horn sounded with 7:08 to play, but Georgia Southern went cold from the field and 
did not score over the next 4:13. Meanwhile, Livingston scored six points for the Red 
Wolves, and Arkansas State took a 63-61 advantage. The game saw two ties and a 
lead change from there until Brown broke a 66-66 tie with the go-ahead triple. With the 
scored tied 42-42, Georgia Southern scored six straight points, with the last three 
coming on a triple from the corner by Devonte Boykins, to open a 48-42 lead early in the 
second half. The margin stayed between 3-7 points until the Red Wolves made their 
run. 
 
The Eagles were whistled for 25 fouls, compared to 11 for Arkansas State, and the Red 
Wolves outscored Georgia Southern 19-6 at the free-throw line, making 19 of 24 
compared to 6 of 8 for the Blue and White. 
 
Quotable from Coach Mark Byington 
"Our attention to detail was much better in the second half. We knew the guys who 
made shots can shoot – that was our emphasis over the last day and a half of prep. 
Maybe it took a while to sink in. In the first half we weren't very good at it, and in the 
second half, we were really good at it. We were talking, we were energetic and we were 
diving everywhere and playing hard." 
 
"There were so many big plays down the stretch. Tookie making the 3. Jake's charge 
was a big-time play. Devince Boykins' 3 was a big-time play. There about five or six of 
them that the guys made down the stretch." 
"Arkansas State is so big so it's tough to finish at the rim against them, and we thought 
we'd have to drive and kick rather than try to finish at the rim. We were able to do that 
tonight." 
